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ABSTRACT 1 

EC 000 818 ED 013 697 

Publ. Date 66 

Franseth, Jane; Koury, Rose 

Survey of Research on Grouping as 

nehiicu lo Pupil Learning. 

Office Of Educ., Washington, D.C., Bur. 
Elem. Sec. Educ. 

OE-20089 
EDRS not available 

Descriptors: exceptional child research, 
administration; grouping (instructional 
purposes); ability grouping; heteroge- 
neous grouping; individual differences; 
learning; educational research; elemen- 
tary grades; emotional development; 
group dynamics, grouping procedures; 
homogeneous grouping; literature re- 
views; nongraded classes; nongraded 
systems; peer groups; social develop- 
ment, values; sociometric techniques; 
student grouping; student teacher rela- 
tionship; gifted; mentally handicapped; 
Joplin Plan 

The research that has been done in the 
area of grouping in the classroom and 
scho r>l system is explored. Nationwide 
studies on grouping practices in the 
elementary school are reviewed. Ability 
and heterogeneous grouping (broad, me- 
dium, and narrow range classes, and the 
Joplin Plan) are compared, and varieties 
of ability grouping are explored. The 
effect of ability grouping on achieve- 
ment motivation is reviewed with refer- 
ence to superior and low ability stu- 
dents. The range of individual differ- 
ences, group situations as they influence 
the individual learner, the nongraded 
concept, and the need for flexibility in 
grouping are treated. Sociometric pat- 
terns in ability and heterogeneous class- 
es and the effects of sociometric tech- 
niques for grouping are discussed. 
Grouping effects on social and emotion- 
al development, on basic human values, 
and on the development of human po- 
tentialities are described. Information is 
also provided on pupil-teacher interac- 
tion and learning. A summary of find- 
ings arfd conclusions is presented. Refer- 
ences are cited. This document is avail- 
able from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U.S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington, D.C. 20402, for $0.40. 
(JA) 



ABSTRACT 2 

EC 002 236 ED 019 796 

Publ. Date Nov 67 13p. 

Wardrop, James L. And Others 
Research and Development Activities 
in R[I Units of Two Elementary 
Schools of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
1966-1967. 

Wisconsin Univ., Madison, Res. Dev. 
Ctr. Cognitive Learn. 

OEC-5-10-154 
EDRS mf.hc 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
language arts; mathematics; achieve- 
ment; grouping (instructional purposes); 
grade 3; grade 4; spelling; individualized 
programs; ability grouping; homoge- 
neous grouping; experimental groups; 
conventional instruction; educational re- 
search; learning characteristics; hetero- 



geneous grouping; individual instruction 

Activities of research and instruction 
units in two Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
elementary schools during the 1966-67 
school year are reviewed. Results of two 
controlled experiments conducted in the 
units are reported and evaluated. In one 
study the performance of 82 third grade 
pupils from one school homogeneously 
grouped for arithmetic instruction was 
compared with that of third grade pupils 
in a class of all ability levels. The three 
homogeneous groups (high, average, and 
low ability) and the control group (het- 
erogeneous) were taught with the same 
text for 16 weeks. Each teacher taught 
each of the four groups for a period of 4 
weeks. All pupils were tested on three 
arithmetic tests. Results showed that 
students of average ability-achievement 
perform better in homogenous groups, 
students of low ability-achievement per- 
form better in heterogeneous groups, 
and high ability-achievement students 
perform well under either grouping con- 
dition. Individualized and traditional 
spelling instruction at the fourth grade 
level were contrasted in the second 
experiment. Fifty-seven subjects were 
separated by sex and ranked by spelling 
ability. One-half of each group served as 
controls and used the traditional curric- 
ulum. The experimental group followed 
a commercially developed individual- 
ized program. Spelling lessons were giv- 
en 15 minutes a day for 15 weeks. The 
teachers alternated classes every 3 
weeks. Effects of the instructional pro- 
grams were not significantly different 
from each other. However, students par- 
ticipating in the experiment gained 2 1/2 
times the expected gain on a standard- 
ized spelling achievement test. The 
teachers felt that participation in the 
experiment provided motivation for the 
students and probably accounts for the 
achievement gains. (AA/RS) 



ABSTRACT 3 

EC 00 1 325 EDN.A. 

Publ. Date Apr 67 5p. 

Darrah, Joan 

Diagnostic Practices and Special 
Classes for the Educablc Mentally 
Retarded: A Layman’s Critical View. 
Council For Exceptional Children, 
Washington, D. C. 

EDRS not available 

Exceptional Children; V33 N8 P523-7 
Apr 1967 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; administration; mentally handi- 
capped; program evaluation; educablc 
mentally handicapped; special classes; 
research needs; regular class placement; 
grouping (instructional purposes); place- 
ment; research reviews (publications); 
student evaluation 

Since cited research indicates that place- 
ment of the educable mentally retarded 
does not produce greater learning, im- 
proved social adjustment, or more con- 
structive participation in society, the 
justification for maintaining such classes 
is questioned. Diagnostic criteria used 
by the California State Department of 
Education in placing students in special 



classes are examined and found to be 
educationally sound. A review of re- 
search on adult adjustment, academic 
training, and social adjustment of retar- 
dates shows no apparent advantage of 
special classes. However, the responsi- 
bility for justification of the special 
classes system is placed with the profes- 
sionals in special education at colleges 
and universities whose future research 
can evaluate the effectiveness of educa- 
tion for the retarded. (SB) 



ABSTRACT 4 

EC 001 091 EDN.A. 

Publ. Date 63 120p. 

DeHaan, Robert F. 

Accelerated Learning Programs. 
Center For Applied Research In Educa- 
tion, Inc., New York, New York, The 
Library Of Education 
EDRS not available 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; gifted; creativity; acceleration; en- 
richment; identification; teacher role; 
accelerated programs; learning theories; 
underachievers; administration; curricu- 
lum planning; individual characteristics; 
personality; evaluation techniques; 
grouping (instructional purposes); teach- 
ing methods 

The definition, characteristics, benefits, 
and objectives of accelerated learning 
programs are presented; the definition 
and description of candidates considers 
the origin of a definition and a compos- 
ite portrait of a gifted student. The role 
of the teacher and of objective tests in 
the identification of the gifted includes 
the tentative nature of the procedures, 
the identification of nonintellectual tal- 
ents, and the role of personality factors. 
Curriculum areas discussed are mathe- 
matics, science, foreign languages, and 
social studies; a problem solving ap- 
proach to planning is provided. Defini- 
tions and pros and cons are given for 
enrichment, acceleration, and grouping 
programs; also mentioned are principles 
of enrichment, community programs, 
and an example of planning administra- 
tive arrangements. A historical sketch 
and a survey of school programs for the 
gifted, reports of visits to schools with 
programs, and an evaluation of acceler- 
ated learning programs are included. 
Also discussed are the following: theo- 
ries about learning, problems raised by 
the theories, teaching creative thinking, 
the role of the teacher, motivation and 
underachievement, the Talent Preserva- 
tion Project, and the Superior Talented 
' Student Project. (RP) 



ABSTRACT 5 

EC 002 484 ED 026 762 

Publ. Date 65 534p. 

Barbe, Walter B. 

Psychology and Education of the Gift- 
ed: Selected Readings. 

EDRS not available 

Appleton-Century-Crofts, 440 Park 
Avenue South, New York, New York 
10016 ($4.50). 



Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; gifted; administration; environ- 
mental influences; individual character- 
istics; achievement; identification; edu- 
cational strategies; intelligence factors; 
family (sociological unit); learning char- 
acteristics, creativity, attitudes; experi- 
mental programs; acceleration; ad- 
vanced placement, early admission, en- 
richment programs, grouping (instruc- 
tional purposes) 

An overview of educational and psycho- 
logical literature concerning the gifted is 
presented in 55 papers with editorial 
comments. The historical development 
of the study of the gifted and cultural 
attitudes are first considered. Discus- 
sions of the effectiveness of various 
screening methods for identifying the 
gifted include evaluation of creative, 
social, and other nonintellectual factors; 
suggestions are given for providing an 
optimal environment. Theories are dis- 
cussed about hereditary and environ- 
mental influences on mental ability with 
ideas for conserving and increasing our 
supply of superior mental talent. Writ- 
ings on the characteristics of eminent 
scientists, unstable geniuses, superior 
college students, and younger gifted 
children are included in a consideration 
of the gifted individual’s intellectual, 
social, and emotional characteristics. 
Special programs to help develop and 
encourage giftedness, such as accelera- 
tion, enrichment, and homogeneous 
grouping are described and eveluated; 
current issues and needed research are 
considered; and teacher qualities judged 
effective in aiding creative growth are 
discussed. (RM) 

ABSTRACT 6 

EC 001 655 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date Feb 66 » 19p. 

Gallagher, James J ; Rogge, William 
The Gifted. Chapter II, Education of 
Exceptional Children. 

Illinois University, Urbana 
EDRS not available 

Review Of Educational Research; V36 
N1 P37-55 Feb 1966 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
gifted; identification; individual charac- 
teristics; learning; attitudes; sex differ- 
ences; grouping (instructional purposes); 
acceleration; honors classes; independ- 
ent study; counseling; grading; curricu- 
lum; underachievers; adjustment (to en- 
vironment); disadvantaged youth; re- 
search reviews (publications); family en- 
vironment 



Research published between February 
1963 and June 1965 on the gifted Is 
summ .ized here. Studies reported arc 
on identification and definition; charac- 
teristics, including learning, attitude ana 
personality, and sex differences; and 
curriculum and program adjustments, 
including grouping, acceleration, inde- 
pendent study and honors, teacher train- 
ing, grading and prediction, and coun- 
seling and careers. Also reviewed is the 
literature on perceptions of the gifted by 
others, underachievement (including 
family and intervention), and talent and 
'the culturally disadvantaged (including 
intelligence and social environment). An 
assessment of the 3 years ol research and 
a 75-item bibliography ait. provided. 
(JD) 



ABSTRACT 7 

EC 000 422 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date Sep 66 4p. 

, Dale, D.M.C. 

Units for Deaf Children. 

London University Institute Of Educa- 
tion, England 
EDRS not available 

Volta Review; V68 N7 P496-9 Sept 
1966 

• Reprint From The Times Educational 
Supplement, London. 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; aurally handicapped; classrooms; 
class size; classroom design; economic 
factors; social factors; teaching methods; 
team teaching; regular class placement; 
special classes 

Integration of deaf and normally hear- 
ing children in the schools is considered. 
An experiment in New Zealand which 
provides a small room for six to eight 
deaf students adjacent to a regular class 
is described; provisions of the program 
include two teachers, combined classes 
for most subjects, and special help in 
communication skills for the deaf. Ad- 
vantages mentioned are the social bene- 
fits to the children and the economic 
advantages of having the children live at 
home rather than in a boarding school. 
A floor plan of the classrooms is provid- 
ed. (RP) 

ABSTRACT 8 

EC 001 425 ED 027 648 

Publ. Date Jul 63 29p. 

Runyon, Richard P. 

Early Identification of the Gifted 
through Intcrage Grouping, Part II. 



End of Year Report. 

Pluinedge Public Schools, New York 
New York State Department Of Educa- 
tion, Albany 
EDRS mf.hc 
EP-A-47-61 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
gifted; grouping (instructional pur- 
poses); attitudes; achievement, self con- 
cept; creativity; student attitudes; child 
responsibility; tests; friendship; peer re- 
lationship; academic achievement; arith- 
metic; reading; language; elementary 
school students; grade 2; age differences 

Bright second grade students (mean IQ 
120) who were randomly placed in ei- 
ther interage or traditional classes were 
given sentence completion tests and a 
uses test in an effort to assess the 
subjects’ attitudes toward school, sense 
of responsibility, self concept, and crea- 
tive thinking ability. The California 
Achievement Test was given in October 
and again in May. Analysis of the test 
results indicated that the attitudes of 
interage children toward school were 
more favorable than the attitudes of 
children in a straight grade class (p less 
than .05). Students in interage groups 
appeared more likely to initiate positive 
learning experiences in the absence of 
the teacher and were more likely to 
solicit student help when needed (p less 
than .01). There was no significant 
difference in self concept between inter- 
age subjects and the control groups, nor 
in creative ability as measured by the 
uses test. The California Achievement 
Test results for interage students when 
in first grade showed no significant 
academic gain over the control students 
(p less than .01), but for second graders 
the interage group was significantly bet- 
ter only in arithmetic (p less than .01). 
Indications were for further research to 
explore the reason for this discrepancy. 
(BB) 

ABSTRACT 9 

EC 500 107 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date Mar 69 5p. 

Plowman, Paul D. 

Programing for the Gifted Child. 
Except Child; V35 N7 P547-51 Mar 
1969 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; gifted; educational programs; stu- 
dent evaluation; teacher attitudes; pro- 
gram administration; grouping (instruc- 
tional purposes); classification; instruc- 
tional technology; school districts 
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